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Because I could not stop for Death – 
Eight voices (SSBBTTBB) 
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Emily Dickinson (1830 – 1886) 
 
 
Because I could not stop for Death – 
He kindly stopped for me –  
The Carriage held but just Ourselves – 
And Immortality. 
 
We slowly drove – He knew no haste 
And I had put away 
My labor and my leisure too, 
For His Civility – 
 
We passed the School, where Children strove 
At Recess – in the Ring –  
We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain – 
We passed the Setting Sun.  
 
Or rather – He passed Us – 
The Dews drew quivering and Chill 
For only Gossamer, my Gown –  
My Tippet – only Tulle – 
 
We paused before a House that seemed 
A Swelling of the Ground – 
The Roof was scarcely visible –  
The Cornice – in the Ground – 
 
Since then – ‘tis Centuries – and yet 
Feels shorter than the Day 
I first surmised the Horses’ Heads  
Were toward Eternity 
 

Bai Juyi (772 – 846) 
 
 
The grass is spreading out across the plain, 
Each year, it dies, then flourishes again. 
It’s burnt but not destroyed by prairie fires, 
When spring winds blow they bring it back to life. 
Afar, its scent invades the ancient road, 
Its emerald green overruns the ruined town. 
Again I see my noble friend depart, 
My heart is crowded full of parting's feelings. 
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Because I could not stop for Death –

Jürg Frey
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ẇhere

Ó . w
School

.˙ ∑
w- Ó .

spring

∑
∑
∑

- - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - -

- - -

-

8



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

57 Ó Ó . œ
strove

w œ Œ

˙ ∑
Ó ˙ ˙

Child ren

.˙b - Ó .
winds

∑
∑
∑

w Œ Œ
∑ ˙

Re

Œ œ w
At

œ Œ ∑

.-̇ Ó .
blow

∑
∑
∑

∑ .˙
in

œ .˙ Ó Œ
cess

˙ Ó Ó œ
Ring

Ó w Œ
in

w- Ó .
blow

∑
∑
∑

.˙ .˙
Ring

Ó Ó . œb
We

w œ Œ
∑

˙b - -̇ Ó
blow

∑
∑
∑

˙ Ó .˙
We

w Ó Œ
∑

Ó w œ
We

w- Ó .
they

∑
∑
∑

.˙ Œ Œ Œ
Ó Œ .˙

passed

Œ œb w
We

œ Œ ∑
.-̇ Ó .

bring

∑
∑
∑

∑ ˙b
passed

w Œ Œ
˙ ∑
Ó w

passed

.˙b - Ó .
it

∑
∑
∑

-

-

9



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

64 w œ Œ
Ó Ó . œ

the

Ó w
passed

˙ ∑

.-̇ Ó .
back

∑
∑
∑

∑ Ó œ
the

w ˙ Œ
˙ ∑ Œ
Ó wb œ

the

.˙b - -̇ Ó
to

∑
∑
∑

w œ Ó
∑ Œ ˙

Fields

Ó w œ
the

˙ ∑ Œ

w- Ó .
life

∑
∑
∑

∑ . œ
Fields

w ˙ Œ
˙ ∑ Œ
Ó w œ

Fieldswb - Ó .
they

∑
∑
∑

w Ó Œ
∑ .˙

of

Ó w œ
Fields

˙ ∑ Œ
w- Ó .

bring

∑
∑
∑

∑ ˙
of

w Ó
˙ ∑
Ó w

of

.-̇ Ó .
it

∑
∑
∑

w Ó
Œ w œ

Ga zing

∑ ˙
of

œ Œ ∑
.˙b - Ó .

bac

∑
∑
∑

-

10



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

71 ∑ Ó œ
Ga

˙ ∑ Œ
œ .˙ ˙ Œ

Ga zing

Ó w œ
Ga zing

w- Ó .
to

∑
∑
∑

˙ ˙ .˙
zing Grain

Ó .˙ Ó
Grain

Ó . w
Grain

œ ˙ ∑
Grain

w- Ó .
life

∑
∑
∑

Ó Ó . œ
We

Ó w
We

w Œ Œ
We

.-̇ Ó .
A

∑
∑
∑
∑

5

œ .˙ Ó Œ
passed

Ó w œ
passed

∑ . œ
passed

w- Ó .
far

∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó Ó . œ
the

Ó w
the

w Œ Œ

.˙b - Ó .
A

∑
∑
∑
∑

˙ ˙ Ó
Set ting

Ó w
Set

Ó Ó . œ
the

.-̇
Ó .

far

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑ . œ
Sun

Ó w œ
ting

˙ ˙ Ó Œ
Set ting

w-
Ó .

its

∑
∑
∑
∑

-

-

- -

-
- -

11



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

78 w Ó
Ó w

Sun

Ó Ó . œ
Sun

˙b - -̇
Ó

scent

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑ . œ
Or

Ó ˙ ˙ œ
Or ra ther

w Ó Œ

w- Ó .
scent

∑
∑
∑
∑

œ ˙ œ Œ Œ
ra ther

Ó w
He

Ó Ó . œ
He

.-̇ Ó .
in

∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó Ó . œ
He

Ó w
passed

œ ˙ œ Ó
passed Us

.˙b - Ó .
vades

∑
∑
∑
∑

œ ˙ œ Œ Œ
passed Us

Ó w
Us

Ó Ó . œ
The

.-̇
Ó .

the

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑ . œ
The

Ó w œ
The

œ .˙ Ó Œ
Dews

.˙b - -̇
Ó

an cient

∑
∑
∑
∑

-

-

- -

12



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

84 œ ˙ œ Ó Œ
Dews drew

Ó w œ
Dews

∑ . œ
drew

w-
Ó .

road

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑ . œ
qui

Ó w œ
drew

w Ó Œ

wb - Ó .
in

∑
∑
∑
∑

œ œ œ œ Œ Ó
ve ring and Chill

Ó œ œ œ œ œ
qui ve ring and Chill

∑ . œ
qui

w- Ó .
vades

∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó Ó . œ
Goss

Ó œ ˙ œ
for on ly

œ œ œ œ Œ Œ
ve ring and Chill

.-̇ Ó .
the

∑
∑
∑
∑

œ ˙ œ Œ Œ
a mer

Ó ˙ ˙
my Gown

Ó Ó . œ
My

.˙b - Ó .
an

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑ . œ
on

Ó .˙ ˙
Tip pet

w Ó Œ

w-
Ó .

cient

∑
∑
∑
∑

- - - - -

- - - -

- -

- - - -

13



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

90 œ .˙ Ó œ
ly We

∑
Ó w œ

Tulle

w-
Ó .

road

∑
∑
∑
∑

.˙ Ó .U

∑U ˙
paused

.-̇ Ó .U
Its

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

6

∑ Œ ˙
be

˙ Œ ∑

w- Ó .
e

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

wb Ó
fore

∑

.˙b - Ó .
me

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑

.-̇ Ó .
rald

Œ ˙ .˙
U

a House

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑

w- Ó Œ
greem

∑
Œ ˙b œ ˙ œ

that seemed

∑
∑
∑

∑
∑

˙b - -̇ ÓU
green

∑

œ Œ ∑U

∑ ŒU œ
A

∑
∑

- -

- - - -

14



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

97 ∑
∑

w- Ó .
its

∑
∑

˙ ˙b .˙
Swel ling

∑
∑

∑
∑

.-̇ Ó .
e

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑

.˙b - Ó .
me

∑
∑
∑

Ó ˙ ˙b
of the

∑

∑
∑

.-̇ Ó .
rald

∑
∑
∑

.˙ .˙
Ground

∑

∑
∑

.˙b - -̇ Ó
green

∑
∑
∑

Œ œ .˙ Ó
The Roof

∑

∑
∑

w- Ó .
o

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑ Ó œ
was

∑
∑

wb -U Ó .
ver

∑
∑
∑
∑

œU œ ∑ Œ
scarce ly

-

-

- - - -

15



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

104 ∑
∑

w- Ó .
runs

∑
∑
∑
∑

Œ ˙ ˙b ˙b
vi si ble

∑
∑

.-̇ Ó .
the

∑
∑

.˙b ˙ Œ
The

∑

œ Œ ∑

∑
∑

.˙b - Ó .
ru

∑
Œ .˙n ˙b

Cor nice

∑
∑
∑

∑
∑

w- Ó .
ined

Œ ˙ .˙ œ
in the

˙ Œ ∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑

w- Ó .
town

œ ˙ ˙ ˙b
ground

∑
∑
∑
∑

Œ wb Œ
Since

.-̇ Ó .
A

Ó . .˙
then

Œ wb œ
since

∑
∑
∑
∑

7

Œ wb Ó
'tis

wb - Ó .
gain

∑ .˙
'tis

Ó Œ wb
'tis

∑
∑
∑

∑ Œ ˙
'tis- -

-

-

16



&
&
&
&
V
V
?
?

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

47

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

S 1

S 2

A 1

A 2

T 1

T 2

B 1

B 2

111 Œ wb Œ
Cen

.˙b - Ó .
I

Ó . .˙
Cen

œ Œ Œ Œ ˙b
Cen

∑
∑

.wb
'tis

Ó w
Cen

Œ wb Œ
tu

.-̇ Ó .
see

Ó . .˙
tu

.˙ Ó .

∑
∑

.wb
Cen

˙ Ó ˙
tu

Œ wb Ó
ries

w- Ó .
my

∑ .˙
ries

wb œ Ó
tu

Ó w œ
and

∑
wb ˙ Œ
tu ries

˙ ˙ Ó .
ries

Œ wb Œ
'tis

˙b - -̇ Ó
nob le

∑ ˙
'tis

Œ ˙b .˙
ries

˙ ˙b ˙
yet

Œ w œ
and

∑
∑ ˙b

and

Œ wb Ó
Cen

w- Ó .
friend

˙b - -̇ .˙
Cen tu ries

Ó . wb
Feels

w Ó Œ
˙ ˙b ˙ œ

yet

∑ Œ ˙b
Feels

.˙b Œ ˙ œb
yet Feels

Œ wb Œ
tu

.˙b - Ó .
I

Ó . .
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